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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 2-6 have been canceled. Claims 1 and 8 have been examined. 

Response to Amendment 

2. The amendment filed on 22 December 2008 is insufficient to overcome the prior 
art rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lee et al (6,837,428) in view of Trika et al. (2005/0131761) further in view of 
Rando et al., (5,128,520). 

As per claim 1 Lee discloses a method for processing coupons by a self 
checkout system, wherein the self checkout system comprises at least one self 
checkout station coupled to a server, the method comprising: 

receiving a coupon from a customer, wherein the coupon is a paper coupon that 
is fed into a coupon reader of the at least one self checkout stations (Fig. 7; column 1 2- 
61); 

attempting to validate the coupon against at least one item scanned by the 
customer after the couple reader receives the coupon from the customer (Fig. 1 1 ; 
column 7, line 52 - column 8, line 11 ); 
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collecting tracking information related to the coupon and storing the tracking 
information in a coupon tracking file at the server Column 7, lines 12-44); 

transmitting the electronic coupon from the one self checkout station to the 
server (column 6, line 63 - column 7, line 44); 

Lee further discloses scanning coupons using a UPC scanner (Fig. 7, column 7, 
lines 12- 61);converting the paper coupon into an electronic coupon. 

Lee does not explicitly disclose converting a paper coupon into an electronic 
coupon; 

storing the electronic coupon into one of two coupon pools at the server if the 
coupon fails to validate against the at least one item, wherein one coupon pool is a 
global pool having coupons stored in the global pool which are accessible by all 
customers, wherein the other coupon pool is a personal pool that is associated with the 
customer such that coupons stored in the personal pool are accessible only by the 
customer, wherein the tracking information comprises the coupon pool in which the 
coupon is stored, wherein the stored electronic coupon can be utilized at a subsequent 
sales transaction, wherein the global pool allows the second customer to search the 
global pool for a coupon that validates against an item scanned by the second customer 
during the subsequent sales transaction, wherein the global pool allows a second 
customer in the subsequent sales transaction to utilize the coupon, wherein a value of 
the coupon is deducted from a price of the item if the coupon and the item are validated, 
and wherein the personal pool allows the customer to access the global pool, select at 
least one coupon in the global pool, and transfer the selected coupon to a personal 
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account at the server; wherein the global pool, personal pool, and coupon tracking file 
are each stored in a separate location at the server; allowing the customer to search 
one or more of the global pool and the personal pool for coupons that can be applied to 
any scanned items by the customer. 

However, Trika teaches scanning a printed coupon in order to convert it to an 
electronic coupon (paragraph [0020]); 

storing the electronic coupon into one of two coupon pools at the server if the 
coupon fails to validate against the at least one item, wherein one coupon pool is a 
global pool having coupons stored in the global pool which are accessible by all 
customers, wherein the other coupon pool is a personal pool that is associated with the 
customer such that coupons stored in the personal pool are accessible only by the 
customer, wherein the tracking information comprises the coupon pool in which the 
coupon is stored, wherein the stored electronic coupon can be utilized at a subsequent 
sales transaction, wherein the global pool allows the second customer to search the 
global pool for a coupon that validates against an item scanned by the second customer 
during the subsequent sales transaction, wherein the global pool allows a second 
customer in the subsequent sales transaction to utilize the coupon, wherein a value of 
the coupon is deducted from a price of the item if the coupon and the item are validated, 
and wherein the personal pool allows the customer to access the global pool, select at 
least one coupon in the global pool, and transfer the selected coupon to a personal 
account at the server; wherein the global pool, personal pool, and coupon tracking file 
are each stored in a separate location at the server; allowing the customer to search 
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one or more of the global pool and the personal pool for coupons that can be applied to 
any scanned items by the customer (Figure 2, paragraphs [0017, 0022-0025, 0029- 
0032, 0035-0036] A coupon can be stored locally on a user's system and be coded as 
non-shareable, in this case that infers personal pool. While in other described 
embodiments coupons may be stored on a server to be shared with other users 
inferring a global coupon system). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to add Trika's converting paper coupon to an electronic 
coupon and storing a coupon in global and personal account to Lee's coupon 
processing. One would be motivated to do this in order to increase the usage of coupon 
among consumers. 

Lee does not explicitly disclose allowing the customer to choose whether to store 
the invalidated coupon, if the customer chooses to store the invalidated coupon; 

destroying the paper coupon after the paper coupon has been converted into an 
electronic coupon. 

However, Rando teaches returning an invalid coupon to the customer (Figure 1); 

and 

destroying the paper coupon after the paper coupon has been converted into an 
electronic coupon (column 3, lines 49 - 57; column 9, lines 54- 58). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to add Rando's allowing a customer to choose to store an 
invalid coupon and destroying a paper coupon to Lee's coupon processing. One would 
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be motivated to do this in order to increase the usage of coupon among consumers and 
reduce the chance of fraud in the system. 

3. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lee 
et al (6,837,428) in view of Trika et al. (2005/0131761) further in view of Rando et 
al., (5,128,520) further in view of Mastrianni et al., (2007/0156513) in further view of 
Goodwin, III et al., (6,696,920). 

As per claim 8, Lee does not explicitly disclose receiving the tracking 
information in the coupon tracking file, accessing the global pool at the server by the 
item manufacturer, selecting at least one coupon in the global pool 

However, Trika discloses receiving, by the item manufacturer, the tracking 
information in the file by an item manufacturer, accessing, by the item manufacturer, the 
global pool at the serve, selecting, by the item manufacturer, at least one coupon in the 
global pool (paragraphs [0030]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to add Trika's accessing the manufacturer server to Lee's 
coupon processing. One would be motivated to do this in order to increase the usage of 
coupon among consumers and reduce the chance of fraud in the system. 

The Lee, Trika and Rando combination does not explicitly disclose analyzing, by 
the item manufacturer, the tracking information for the selected coupon; 

modifying, by the item manufacturer, the selected coupon by modifying a price of 
the item based on the analysis and by modifying an expiration date of the selected 
coupon; and 
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implementing, by the item manufacturer, the modified price immediately via an 
electronic shelf label associated with the item. 

However, Mastrianni teaches a manufacturer modifying a coupon's price and 
expiration date based on analysis (paragraphs [0013, 0037, 0045]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to add Mastrianni's to manufacturer modification of price 
and expiration date to Lee's coupon processing. One would be motivated to do this in 
order to provide a manufacturer with flexibility and the ability to react quickly to market 
analysis in their coupon programs. 

The Lee, Trika and Rando combination does not explicitly disclose implementing 
the modified price immediately via an electronic shelf label associated with the item. 

Goodwin, teaches a method of changing an electronic price label display 
sequence with the step for implementing the modified price immediately via an 
electronic shelf label associated with the item (column 2, lines 63 through column 3, 
lines 1 -6) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to add Goodwin's implementation of changes in price and 
expiration date to Lee's coupon processing. One would be motivated to do this in order 
to provide a manufacturer with flexibility and the ability to react quickly to market 
analysis in their coupon programs. 

Response to Arguments 
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3. Applicant's arguments filed 22 December 2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Examiner had two meetings with Supervisor and Primary to 
discuss the patentability of the claims. As a result, there are several recommendations 
the applicant should consider in order to move this application forward. Using the 
broadest reasonable interpretation, the "if statement and features that are part of the 
"if statement in claim 1 are optional and should be amended in other that the claim may 
be positively recited and also for logical clarity. Also, with the "if statement being 
optional, the current prior art rejection reads on the broadest reasonable interpretation 
of independent claim 1 . 

Additionally, dependent claim 8 does not need to be moved into claim 1 in order 
to move this application forward. 

Examiner respectfully notes that it is the Applicant's claims as stated in the 
Applicant's claims that are being rejected with the prior art. Note, as stated above, that 
the claims can be interpreted in different ways because of the broad disclosure of the 
claims. Examiner notes that claims are given their broadest reasonable construct. See 
In re Hyatt, 21 1 F.3d 1367, 54 USPQ2d 1664 (Fed. Cir. 2000). 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALVIN L. BROWN whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-51 09. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:30 
AM to 5:00 PM Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on 571 272 6724. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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